


North Carolina Board for Licensing of Geologists
Minutes
Thursday, April 14, 2022
NC State University Club, Raleigh, NC

The meeting was called to order at 9:49 am by Board Chair Steve Stadelman.  Dr. Stadelman read the conflict of interest statement.  Other Board members present included Rachel Kirkman, Robert Mensah-Biney, Richard Spruill and Kenneth Taylor.  Dennis LaPoint joined the meeting via Zoom. Executive Director Barbara Geiger, Board staff member Jenna Miller and Board Counsel Sarah Zambon were also present. Dr. Taylor noted that, as the State Geologist and employee of the NC Department of Environmental Quality, he would refrain from participating in the deliberation or taking any action by the Board with respect to any matter involving an employee of the Department.

Welcome and Introductions

Approval of Minutes
Motion: to approve the minutes of the January 20, 2022 meeting as presented was made by Dr. Spruill, seconded by Dr. Mensah-Biney and carried.

Discussion: regarding valid reasons to go into closed session. 

Motion: to approve the minutes of the January 28, 2022 meeting as amended was made by Ms. Kirkman, seconded by Dr. Spruill and carried.

Financial Report
Dr. Taylor presented the third quarter profit and loss statement and balance sheet.  Motion: made by Ms. Kirkman to accept the financial report as presented.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Mensah-Biney and carried.

Administrative Report
Ms. Geiger reported that there are currently 1129 active individual licenses and 229 active corporate licenses.

Discussion:  regarding the tracking of numbers of licensees.  Dr. Spruill expressed concerned regarding loss of “older” licensees.  Ms. Geiger suggested implementation of an Emeritus status when rules changes are explored.  There was discussion regarding Emeritus status vs Inactive status.

Ms. Geiger gave an update regarding Certemy software and the use of Caspio software for CE.

Motion: made by Dr. Spruill to approve the storage/moving expense of $75 and the monthly storage fee of $40, as requested by Upton Associates.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Mensah-Biney and carried unanimously.


Legal Report and Training
There was nothing to report regarding legislative matters.  Ms. Zambon presented legal training to board members regarding Board rules, specifically 21 NCAC 21 - sections 3, 4 & 10. 

Continuing Education
Motion:  to approve the report of the Continuing Education Committee as presented, was made by Dr. Taylor, seconded by Dr. Spruill and carried.

Anonymous CE feedback reviewed and discussed by the Board.

ASBOG®
Exam:  Ms. Geiger gave an update on the March 18, 2022 ASBOG® exam, noting that there were 58 candidates who took one or both parts of the exam.
COE Meeting:  Ms. Kirkman and Dr. LaPoint reported regarding participation in the ASBOG® Council of Examiners workshop.
General Update & TAS:  The Annual Meeting, COE Workshop and TAS Workshop will be held in Wilmington, NC the week of October 24, 2022.  Drs. Spruill and Taylor volunteered to assist ASBOG® in coordination of the field trip.  Ms. Kirkman requested and encouraged participation in the week by all members of the Board, if possible.

Old Business
Definition of Responsible Charge & When is a Licensed Geologist Required i.e. Phase 2?:  Drs. Stadelman and Spruill, along with Ms. Kirkman will coordinate to put something together for Board review.  This issue should be addressed pointedly when rules are revised and updated.  Rules Review and Updates *Note from licensee re 89E & gender specific language:  Discussion evolved into additional rules changes needed including the use of pronouns (note received from licensee regarding gender specific pronouns) as related to the current issue of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, i.e. he/she vs. they/their/them.   Ms. Geiger will reach out to ASBOG®/other State Boards to inquire regarding DEI statements.
Meetings & Virtual Presentations:  The topic was discussed and is an ongoing matter.
Newsletter:  The topic was discussed by the Board and is an ongoing issue.
November 3, 2022 Meeting Location at State University:  The Board discussed holding the November 3 meeting of the Board at UNC-W.  Ms. Geiger will contact Dr. Harris, former member of the Board and retired professor at UNC-W, to discuss a Board meeting, presentation to students, field trip and potential speakers for the ASBOG® meeting.

New Business
Attorney General Request For Guidance:  This topic was moved to closed session.
Next Meeting – August 11, 2022 – NC State University Club:  Following discussion, the Board decided to change the date of the meeting to August 18, 2022.
Per NC GS § 143-318.11(6), motion was made by Dr. Spruill to move into closed session to discuss a disciplinary matter potentially involving a licensee.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Mensah-Biney and carried.
Motion:  was made by Ms. Kirkman and seconded by, Dr. Taylor to resume the open session.
Action:  The Board must determine and take a stance on whether the taking of and analysis of a soil sample is the practice of geology and/or soil science.  The Board has determined that groundwater sampling is the practice of geology.  These issues will be determined by the Board, once requested guidance from the Attorney General’s office is received.
Motion:  by Dr. Taylor to approve those applications as acted upon by the Board during closed session.  The motion was seconded by Dr. Mensah-Biney and carried unanimously.
There being no further business, on motion and second the meeting was adjourned at 2:28 pm.
Respectfully submitted:
Kenneth B. Taylor, Secretary/Treasurer
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