North Carolina Board for Licensing of Geologists
Minutes
August 14, 2025
Meeting Held by Zoom

The meeting was called to order at 9:35 am by Board chair Richard Spruill. Dr. Spruill read the conflict of interest statement.

Other Board members present were Emily Klein. Dennis LaPoint, Steve Stadelman, Dwain Veach and Joan Smyth. Also present were Board counsel Brian McGinn, Executive 
Director Barbara Geiger, and Board staff Jenna Miller.

Approval of Meeting Minutes
The minutes of the April 16, 2025 Board meeting were presented. Motion was made by Dennis LaPoint to approve the minutes. The motion was seconded by Emily Klein and unanimously carried.

Financial Report
Barbara Geiger presented the Fourth Quarter Profit and Loss Statement and Fourth Quarter Balance Sheet; motion was made by Dennis LaPoint to accept the financial report. The motion was seconded by Joan Smyth and unanimously carried. It was determined that Ms. Geiger and Dr. Stadelman would explore financial advisor services in an effort to better manage the Board’s funds.

Administrative Report
Individual and Corporate License Stats/2025-2026 Renewal Update/Miscellaneous
Jenna Miller reported that there were presently 1146 active individual licensees and 204 active corporate licenses. Ms. Miller also shared renewal statistics and information regarding the audit of CE, which will take place soon.

Reappointment of Dr. Spruill and the retirement of Dr. Klein were discussed. Dr. Klein will be moving out of state and therefore the Board public member position will be available. Ms. Geiger will notify the Governor’s office. Dr. Spruill and Board members thanked Dr. Klein for her service to the Board over the last two years.

A request from a licensee to extend the deadline to report his continuing education for the 2025-2026 license renewal due to illenss was considered. Motion was made by Dr. LaPoint to waive CE hours for the licensee and to allow him to carry over the hours that he has accumulated into the next renewal. The motion was seconded by Ms. Smyth and carried unanimously.

Attendance by Board staff and members of the Board, to the American Groundwater Trust Mid-Atlantic Conference was discussed. Both staff and Board members who attended the conference,  expressed positive experiences, noting its informative content and the opportunity to connect with like-minded professionals.

Staff shared results of a survey, sent to licensees regarding continuing education, a proactive measure because of legislation introduced regarding continuing education requirements. Ms. Geiger noted that the consensus among licensees was in favor of continuing education and that Board requirements of CE as a condition of license renewal, were mostly favorable.

Legal Report
Assistant Attorney General Brian McGinn gave a summary of his background, noting that he had previously worked with the NC Geology Board back in the late 1990s. There was nothing to report regarding legal activity, accept that the technical changes to NC General Statute § 89E passed both houses of the legislature as of June 26, 2025.

CE Report
Steve Stadelman reported that the CE Committee reviewed thirteen applications for CE approval. Eleven activities were approved as requested, one activity was approved for fewer hours and one application for reading an article, was denied. Following discussion, the Board agreed to deny reading articles as a method of obtaining CE credit. Concerns about setting precedent and difficulty in the applicant being able to effectively demonstrate learning were cited. Staff was asked to include a link to the CE Guidelines in the CE reporting area of the license renewal. Motion was made by Dennis LaPoint to approve the CE Report as presented. The motion was seconded by Emily Klein and unanimously carried. 

ASBOG®
The Fall 2025 Annual Meeting, Administrator Workshop and COE Workshop scheduled for October 13-18, 2025 was discussed. Dr. LaPoint made the motion that the Board send up to three Board members and one staff member to attend the Annual Meeting and COE Workshop. The motion was seconded by Dr. Stadelman and carried unanimously.

Old Business
General Geologic Discussion
Public outreach and the possibility of providing educational grants to organizations that incorporate geology licensing information in their outreach presentations was discussed. The Board decided to further discuss this opportunity at the November meeting. Dr. Stadelman and Mr. Veach will meet and coordinate with Amy Pitts and Randy Bechtel regarding potential collaboration opportunities.

The matter of licensure amongst academic geologists in North Carolina continues to be an issue about which the Board is concerned. Dr. Spruill reminded the Board that he and Board staff will work together to reach out to the faculty of geology departments regarding this issue, as well as the matter of informing students of geology of the requirement for a license to practice geology in North Carolina, and the process of making application to the Board, for license by examination. 

Motion was made by Dennis LaPoint to move to closed session for application review and to discuss confidential complaint matters, in accordance with NC GS § 143-318.11(6). The motion was seconded by Joan Smyth and unanimously carried. 

Motion was made by Steve Stadelman to return to open session. The motion was seconded by Emily Klein and unanimously carried. Joan Smyth made the motion to approve the applications reviewed and acted upon by the Board. The motion was seconded by Dr. Stadelman and carried.

There being no further discussion, motion was made by Steve Stadelman to adjourn the meeting at 12:21 pm. The motion was seconded by Emily Klein and unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted:

Steve Stadelman
Secretary-Treasurer
